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Saturday 16 th February 2008  

09:00 Registration & Refreshments  (Exhibition Area) 

  

09:30 Welcome address and official opening of 2008 meetin g (Meeting Room: Hogan 
Mezzanine)  

 APSM Chairman (Barry McMahon) & IRPG Representative (Mary Houston) 

  

 Session 1: Joint IRPG / APSM Session (Meeting Room: Hogan Mezzanine)  

 Chairperson: Fintan Bradley, UHC.  

09:40 
Invited Presentation 
Risk of Cardiovascular Disease from Ionising Radiation 

 Prof. Andrew Nisbet, Head of Medical Physics, Royal Surrey County Hospital. 

10:25 Patient Safety in Radiotherapy  -  The NPSA Approach 

 T.L. Frew, Northern Ireland Regional Medical Physics Agency 

10:40 Tea & Coffee (Exhibition Area) 
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 Session 2: Parallel Scientific Sessions 

 
APSM : Non-Ionising Radiation and 
Physiological Measurement  
(Meeting Room: Ard Comhairle Suite) 

IRPG: IMRT and Dosimetry 
(Meeting Room: Hogan Mezzanine)  

 
Chairperson: Dr. Josette Galligan, Beaumont 
Hospital  

Chairperson: T.L.Frew, NIRMPA 
 

11:15 
Rapid Ultrasound Quality Assurance Procedure 
for Busy Medical Physics Departments 

Pre-Implementation of Intensity Modulated Radiation 
Therapy at the Mater Private Hospital 

 
Louise Cannon, Dublin Institute of Technology, 
Kevin Street, Dublin. 

Nabaz Noori, Mater private Hospital, Dublin 

11:30 A Dual RF Resonator System for Sodium MRI 
Implementing a lung EPI protocol: The Northern 
Ireland Cancer Centre experience 

 Friedrich Wetterling, Trinity College Dublin Conor McGarry, Northern Ireland Cancer Centre 

11:45 

Characterisation of polyvinyl alcohol cryogel (PVA 
C) for the use as a vessel mimicking material in a 
multi modality anatomically realistic renal 
phantom 

Dose calculation accuracy in Oncentra MasterPlan for 
a flattening-filter free photon beam. 

 
Deirdre King, Dublin Institute of Technology, 
Kevin Street, Dublin. Sacha af Wetterstedt, St. Luke’s Hospital, Dublin. 

12:00 
Application of an impedance planimetry probe 
system for measuring anorectal function 

A comparison of aSi EPID characteristics for flattened 
and flattening filter free photon beams. 

 
Maha Alqudah, Institute of Technology Tallaght, 
Dublin. 

Elaine Tyner, St. Luke’s Hospital, Dublin. 

12:15 
Doppler Ultrasound:  A QC Survey using a String 
Phantom 

An Investigation of Electron Beam Output Factors at 
Extended SSD 

 
Lynn Gaynor, Mater Misericordiae University 
Hospital, Dublin. 

Elaine Conneely, University Hospital Galway. 

12:30 LUNCH & POSTER EXHIBITION  

 Session 3: Parallel Scientific Sessions  

 APSM: Ionising Radiation  (Ard Comhairle Suite)  IRPG: IGRT and Brachytherapy (Hogan Mezzanine)  

 Chairperson: John Upton, Waterford Regional Hospital. Chairperson: Dr. Brendan Mc Clean, St Luke’s 
Hospital, Dublin 

13:30 Invited Speaker: (Title TBC) 
Invited Speaker: Image Guided Radiotherapy(Title 
TBC) 

 Paddy Gilligan, Principal Physicist, Mater Private 
Hospital, Dublin. 

Dr. Philip Mayles, Head of Physics, Clatterbridge 
Hospital, Wirral, Merseyside. 

14:00 
A novel method for contrast to noise ratio (CNR) 
evaluation of digital mammography detectors 

 Gillian Egan, Breastcheck 

Invited Speaker:  MV Cone-Beam Ct (Mvcbct) Image-
Guided Radiotherapy (IGRT) In Daily Routine 

14:15 
Radiation Dose associated with CT in patients 
with Crohn’s Disease 

 Anne-Marie McGarrigle, Cork University Hospital. 

Dr. Frank Szafinski,  Klinikum Duisburg, Duisburg, 
Germany 

14:30 
Effect of anode target/filter combination on the 
dose and image quality of a digital mammography 
system based on an a-Se detector 

Doses in organ of risk during HDR cervix treatment: 
ICRU points compared with DVH. 

 Paola Baldelli, Breastcheck Anysja Zuchora, University Hospital Galway 

14:45 
A simple strategy for optimising exposure factors 
in digital radiology HDR Brachytherapy of the Cervix 

 
P. Doyle, Northern Ireland Regional Medical 
Physics Agency 

Colin Rooney, St Luke’s Hospital Dublin 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Session 4: Joint IRPG / APSM session (Meeting Room: Hogan Mezzanine)  

 Chairperson: Prof. Wil van der Putten, UCHG  

15:30 Invited speaker: A picture paints a thousand acronyms 

 Prof. Neil O’Hare, St. James’s Hospital Dublin / HSE, (NIMIS)  National PACS project 

15:45 Survey of Advanced Radiotherapy Technology and Image Guidance in Irish radiotherapy Departments 

 Margaret Moore, UCHG 

16:00 Towards the reduction of waiting times through improved efficiencies in the radiotherapy process 

 Colin Kelly, St Luke’s Hospital, Dublin. 

16:15 
Young Investigators Grant Winner presentation: 
An investigation of the use of aSi EPIDs for portal dosimetry 

 Elaine Tyner, St. Luke’s Hospital, Dublin. 

16:30 Close of Meeting 

Conference Dinner – Players Lounge, Croke Park 
 

Meet for Drinks 18.30 
 
Dinner 19.30 
 
Presentation of Prizes and after Dinner Speaker 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Poster Presentations 

Investigation into the suitability of the PTW Geske energy 
monitor for electron beam energy measurements during 
routine quality assurance of linear accelerators. 
Eamonn Hayes, Cork University Hospital 

An Investigation into Electron Beam Output Factors at extended 
SSD 
Suzanne Kelleher,Department of Radiation Oncology, University 
Hospital Galway (UHG) 

Measuring T2 on Three Manufacturers 1.5T MR Scanners: 
An Intercomparison 
Cormac McGrath, NIRMPA 

Utilising EPID for Routine QA of the Multileaf Collimator System 
Nabaz Noori, Mater Private Hospital, Dublin 

Measuring the transfer error and quality of image matching 
using the Pixy anthropomorphic phantom 
Conor McGarry, NIRMPA 

Improvement in implant quality using real-time implant technique 
for I-125 Prostate Seed Brachytherapy. 
Anne-Marie Kennedy, Mater Private Hospital, Dublin 

Optimisation of CR/DR Technology in Digital Imaging. 
David Lavin, University Hospital Galway (UHG) 

St Agatha’s Radiotherapy Clinic, Cork (A personal View) 
Dr. David J. Murnaghan 

 


